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The iconic pyramids and striking hieroglyphics of ancient Egypt are but a limited representation of the
resplendent culture that once inhabited the Mile Valley. The ancient Egyptians developed sophisticated
societies and belief systems, bestowing the world with plenitudes in the way of intellectual and cultural
achievement. The vibrance of the ancient Egyptian life—from the dynasties to the masses—are captured in
this volume, which also explores the political and social development of the region.
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ian archacologists work at an ancient burial grownd in Saq
. 300-year-old pyramid of Queen Sesheshet, the mot
wnder of Egypt's 6th dynasty, was discovered bers. K

The desert sands have also preservel
remains of prhistoric people. By their sides,
in the burial pits,lie stone tools and
carved figures, and decorated potte
artifacts help archacologists and historians
picee together the story of life in the Nile
Valley centuries before the beginning of the
historical period.
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o other country—not even China
or India—has such a long unbro-
ken history as Egypt. Nearly 3,000

years before the birth of Jesus. the Egypians
had reached a high stage of civilization, They
lived under an orderly government: they car
ried on commerce in ships; they built great
stone structures; and, most important of
all, they had acquired the are of writing. In
the Nile River Valley, where the Egyptian
people lived. the carly development of the
arts and crafts that formed the foundation
of Western civilization can be traced.

The traveler along the Nile secs many
majestic monuments that reveal the achieve-
ments of ancicnt Egypt. Most of these
monuments are tombs and temples, The
ancient Egvptians were very religious, They
believed in a life after death —at firse only
for kings and nobles—if the body could be
preserved. So they carefully embalmed the
body and walled it up in 2 massive tomb. On
the walls of the tomb they carved pictures

removed. The braia was usually extracted
through the nostrils with a hook and then
| discarded. The heart, considered the most
imporeant organ, was usually left in place. |

and placed in four vessels, called canopic
jars, which were buricd with the body. {In
later Egyptian times, the treated organs were §
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and inscriptions. Some private tombs were
decorated with paintings. They put into the
tomb the person’s statue and any objects
hought would be needed when the
turned to the body. The hot sand and
dry air of Egypt preserved many of these
objects through the centuries. Thousands of
them are now in muscums all over the world.
Together with written documents. they
show how people lived in ancient Egype.
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